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CLOVER CHRONICLES 
Isabel la County  

Attention Gold Volunteers 
We are looking for a Gold volunteer to teach a 1 hour babysitting class, for 
6 weeks, Kristi will train and provide curriculum. Also looking for a Gold 
volunteer to teach a craft workshop for youth. Contact Kristi if you are  
interested at schrei61@msu.edu or (989) 317-4079. 

Tractor Supply Fall Paper Clover Promotion  
October 5 - 16 
This is a great community service 
opportunity!  
Help is needed (youth and adults) to 
work the table at the store for the fall 
Tractor Supply Company Paper Clover 
Campaign that will run October 5-16. 
TSC is a HUGE supporter of 4-H! 
Clubs are encouraged to do a  
fundraiser at the store (need to notify 
Victoria at TSC first).  
 
Isabella County 4-H Council will sponsor a $25 TSC gift card drawing for 
anyone that works a shift. Everyone that works will receive a ticket for 
working that will be collected and a winner will be drawn. You will receive 
a ticket for the drawing each time you work a shift.  
 
Plan your shift in advance and sign up at the Extension office if you or 
your club are interested in participating in the promotion at the store.  

Project Volunteers  
If you are not working with a specific club but you are a gold volunteer, 
sign up as a project or resource leader in 4-H Online. 

2022-2023 4-H Club Enrollments 
All 4-H club enrollments (http://v2.4honline.com/) are due October 31 for 
members and leaders who are re-enrolling in Isabella County 4-H.  

Looking for Volunteers - To help set up SHA Parish 
Hall on Thursday, October 6 for the banquet. If you would 
like to help, please contact Kristi at (989) 317-4079. 

http://v2.4honline.com/
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CLUB CORNER 
Retrograde Rhapsody - In August, we enjoyed our Retrograde Rhapsody Virtual Fair. Our virtual fair 
was complete with showmanship and judges. The members were very professional and took great pride 
in showing their projects. At our September meeting, we celebrated the end of the 4-H year with an 
awards meeting. Each member was awarded a participation trophy for their showmanship in our  
Retrograde Rhapsody Virtual Fair. We also ranked fruit leather flavors, and decided apple is our club 
favorite. We are currently making plans for more fun and learning next year. 

Seeking Teen 4-H Council Representatives  
 

What is the Isabella County 4-H Council?  
The 4-H Council is the main decision-making body for the county 4-H program. It is responsible for 
working with the paid staff to support county 4-H program planning, administration and policy  
making. The Council is charged with keeping track of “the big picture” for our county 4-H program. It 
assists with volunteer recruitment, 4-H awareness building, and it oversees things such as member 
and volunteer recognition and the county award program. Monthly meetings (the 4

th
 Tuesday of the 

month) are held at the Isabella County Building in room 320, and are open to all 4-H leaders and  
interested people. 
 

Link to Teen Representative application:  
http://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms 

Free Chicken Looking For A Home 
If anyone is interested in a Buff Orpington/Rooster cross bird, please call the Extension office and 
we’ll give you more information. 

Small Animal News 
• Buyer Appreciation Banquet: Tuesday, October 25, 6:30 p.m. (please   

arrive between 6-6:15 p.m. to help with final preparations before our 

guests arrive for dinner), at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 319 E. Illinois 

Street, Mt. Pleasant. 
 

• All small animal members who participated in the auction during fair week 

should plan to attend -- please make it a priority as it is considered part of 

your project. Each member that sold an animal is asked to bring a nice door prize item, one hot 

food dish, and one cold food dish to pass. Informational invitation letters will be sent out soon. 

The Small Animal Association provides meat, potatoes, spaghetti, rolls, beverages, and table 

service. Everyone planning to attend should RSVP as soon as possible. Please do not     

presume we know you are coming; help us plan appropriately. 
 

• If you have not yet done so, send a thank you note to your specific buyer. Make sure to also 

mention coming to the banquet. Just a simple, personal comment will mean a lot for those that 

so faithfully support the auction year after year.  
 

• Members will be able to pick up their checks following dinner. Only the member will be given 

their own check. For those who do not come to the banquet, checks will be made available 

sometime in November. That information will be shared at a later date.   

http://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adult101fall22 
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Raise a Leader Dog Puppy and Continue a 4-H Legacy 
 
You have probably seen one, an adorable dog wearing a blue “Future Leader Dog”  
bandana and wondered how you can learn to train a dog to behave so well. There’s only one 
way to learn the Leader Dogs for the Blind (LDB) method—raise a puppy for the  
organization. 
 
Did you know that the first LDB volunteer puppy raisers in 1958 were members of the  
Oakland County K-9 4-H Club? In fact, 4-H members have had a big impact at Leader Dog. 
 
Long-time LDB Employee and Volunteer Puppy Raiser Pat Boyd, who personally raised 29 LDB puppies, 
learned about LDB as the leader of the 4-H club her five children belonged to decades ago. Three of her  
children raised 24 LDB puppies while also participating in other 4-H projects, “It would be easier to list what 
they didn’t do,” said Pat. Recently, one of Pat’s granddaughters continued the tradition by raising three LDB 
puppies while in high school. 
 
“I liked the kids being involved with puppy raising,” said Pat, “it taught them responsibility in two ways. First, 
by caring for the dog for a year, and then the important responsibility of reaching out and helping people in 
need. While it is hard to give the dog back after a year, you are doing this for a person who really needs that 
dog to live their life to its fullest.” 
 
Other LDB employees initially learned about LDB through 4-H. Bev Ferguson, manager of canine  
development, raised LDB puppies as part of her 4-H experience. Laura Fisher, puppy development  
coordinator, handled horses during 4-H, but now raises LDB puppies alongside her husband and three sons. 
 
As a volunteer puppy raiser, you get to spend a year with a cute canine as you both learn the skills needed 
for the puppy to be ready for its formal guide dog training. With the help of an experienced LDB puppy  
counselor, you’ll learn the proper way to teach the common skills of sit, stay, settling calmly on a mat and 
walking nicely on a leash. But you’ll also learn unique skills needed by working Leader Dogs like ignoring  
distractions, moving confidently through busy environments and properly greeting people. 
 
This opportunity is open to 4-H members and their families (applications must be filled out by someone 18 
years or older). Whether you’ve been a “dog family” for years or have never had a dog, you’ll learn a lot  
during your year as Leader Dog puppy raisers. 
 
Other benefits of this volunteer position include helping people who are blind become more independent and 
confident in their travel, meeting like-minded people and feeling good about giving back to your community. 
 
To learn more, go to LeaderDog.org and choose the “Volunteer” tab to apply or register for an orientation  
session. You can also read about the unique opportunity of hosting a Leader Dog Mom in your home. 
 
Contact Kristi for more information at schrei61@msu.edu or (989) 330-5131. 

Laura Fisher’s family photo shows that having multiple pets does 

not exclude a family from raising a Future Leader Dog (yellow 

Labrador, far right). 

Pat Boyd shows off Future Leader Dog Grant who was puppy 

#50 of the 53 Leader Dog puppies her family has raised over the 

past 35+ years. 

https://www.leaderdog.org/
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“Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be 
requested by contacting the MSU Extension office at (989) 317-

4079 at least 7 days prior to the scheduled event to ensure 
sufficient time to make arrangements. Requests received after 

this time will be met when possible.” 
 
 
 

 

Kristi Schreiber, 4-H Program Coordinator 
schrei61@msu.edu  

 
Nonie Gross, Secretary 

Paul Gross, Field Crops Educator 
Eric Karbowski, District 6 Director  

Kara Lynch, Food Safety Educator 
Sabrina McGee, SNAP-ED PI 

 

Isabella County 
200 N. Main Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858 
 

Phone: (989) 317-4079 
Fax:  (989) 773-1622 
 

Website:   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

IsabellaCounty4H/ 

Isabella County 4-H Calendar   

October 
2-8 

 
National 4-H Week 2022 

 

4 Horse Leaders @ MSUE 7 PM 

5-16 TSC Paper Clover Campaign @ TSC  

6 Recognition Banquet @ Sacred Heart 

Parish Hall 

6:30 PM 

18 4-H Council @ MSUE 7 PM 

25 Small Animal Banquet @ Sacred Heart 

Parish Hall 

6 PM 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

National 4-H Week  
October 2 - 8 

 

TSC Fall Paper Clover Campaign 
October 5 - 16 

 

4-H Recognition Banquet 
October 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall  
 

Small Animal Banquet 
Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall 
 

Isabella County Youth & Farm Fair 
July 22 - 29, 2023 

Club re-enrollments for 
the 2022-23 4-H year are 
due October 31, 2022! 

mailto:schrei61@msu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
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